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Abstract—Punjabi is an Indo-Aryan language spoken by over 100 million native speakers worldwide, making it the 10th most widely spoken
language in the world. It is the native language of the Punjabi people who inhabit the historical Punjab region of Pakistan and India. Among
the Indo-European languages it is unusual in being a tonal language.

Punjabi is the most widely spoken language in Pakistan, the 11th most widely spoken in India and the third-most spoken native language in the
Indian Subcontinent. Punjabi is the fourth-most spoken language in the United Kingdom and third-most spoken native language (after English
and French) in Canada. The language also has a significant presence in the United Arab Emirates, United States, Saudi Arabia, and Australia.
The Punjabi language is written in the Shahmukhi and Gurumukhi scripts, making it one of the relatively few languages written in more than
one script.

Punjabi is also spoken as a minority language in several other countries where Punjabi people have emigrated in large numbers, such as the
United States, Australia, the United Kingdom, and Canada, where it is the fourth-most-commonly used language,. There were 76 million
Punjabi speakers in Pakistan in 2008, 33 million in India in 2011, 1.3 million in the UK in 2000, 368,000 in Canada in 2006, and smaller
numbers in other countries.

1. INTRODUCTION

Punjabi is the religious language of the Sikhs. It is also the language of the popular Bhangra folk dance and singing. Most of the
people who speak this language live in the Punjab region of Pakistan and India Punjabi is the native language of about 130
million people, and is the 10th most spoken language in the world.

Many Persian and Arabic words were incorporated in Punjabi.Punjabi developed from Sanskrit through Prakrit language and
later Apabhramsa .The word Punjabi is derived from the word Panj-ab, Persian for "Five Waters", referring to the five major
eastern tributaries of the Indus River. Punjabi is classified as a member of the Indo-Aryan subgroup of the Indo-European family
of languages.

In India, Punjabi is spoken as a native language by 3% of the population. This was about 33 million in 2011. It is the official
language of the Indian states of Punjab and Haryana. 86% of the total population of Lahore is native Punjabi and Islamabad
.Punjabi is spoken as a native language by over 44.15% of Pakistanis. About 70.0% of the people of Pakistan speak Punjabi as
either their first or second language, and for some as their third language. Punjabi is the most widely spoken language in
Pakistan and is the provincial language in the Punjab Province of Pakistan.

In India, Punjabi is written in Gurmukhi, a standardised script. The word Gurmukhi translates into 'from the Guru's mouth'.
In Pakistan, the Shahmukhi script, meaning "from the King's mouth", based on the Persian abjad is used. The major dialects of
Punjabi include Majhi, Doabi, Malwai, Powadhi, Pothohari, and Multani. Others are Shahpuri or Sargodha dialect, Dhani,
Jhangochi/Changvi, Jangli/Rachnavi, Hindko, Jandali, Jafri/Khetrani, Chenavari etc.

2. PUNJABI LANGUAGE AND GURMUKHI AND SHAHMUKHI SCRIPTS

In India Punjabi is written with the Gurmukhi (J/9HHY) alphabet, while in Pakistan it is written with a version of the Urdu
alphabet known as Shahmukhi (s ¢S«s). The written standard for Punjabi in both India and Pakistan is known as Majhi (H™S1/
¢>l), which is named after the Majha region of Punjab.

Punjabi is one of India's 22 official languages and it is the first official language in East Punjab. In Pakistan Punjabi is the
second most widely-spoken language but has no official status.
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Gurmukhi script (II@HHY): The Gurmukhi alphabet developed from the Landa alphabet and was standardised during the

16th century by Guru Angad Dev Ji, the second Sikh guru. The name Gurmukhi means "from the mouth of the Guru" and comes
from the Old Punjabi word guramukhi.

Notable Features

Type of writing system: syllabic alphabet

Direction of writing: left to right in horizontal lines

Used to write: Punjabi

Consonants have an inherent vowel. Diacritics, which can appear above, below, before or after the consonant they belong to,
are used to change the inherent vowel.

When they appear at the beginning of a syllable, vowels are written as independent letters.

When certain consonants occur together, special conjunct symbols are used which combine the essential parts of each letter.

Punjabi is a tonal language with three tones: high falling, low rising and level. The letters J (ha), W (gha), ¥ (jha), € (dha),

Y (dha) and F (bha) have a level tone when at the beginning or a word of syllable, and a high falling tone when elsewhere. The

conjuncts JJ (gha), ¥J (jha), § (dha), § (dha) and § (bha) have a level tone when at the beginning or a word of syllable, and a low

rising tone when elsewhere.

Vowels and Vowel diacritics (Laga Matra)

iy

k=1

ka

T
[al
=T

kanna
k&

Consonants (Vianjans)

=4

g8 0Waady

QE" (Ora)
U, O, o

== (kakka)
ka [ ka ]
=9 (caccia)
ca [Ha ]
== (tainka)
talt=]
==T tattad
ta [ta]

T (pappal
pa [ pa]
AT (waya)
yal[ja]
HHET (Sassa)
Sa [fa]
HA (Zazza)
za [ za ]

= =
[l] [:_]

= =

Lk A= | =11

siharr bBitiarm
ki KT

vEET (airal
a, a, ai, au

kha [ kra ]

cha [ g~a ]
= =T (thathth&)
tha [ t+a ]
=97 (thathth&)
tha [ ta ]

pha [ pra ]
=T (rarad

ra [ ra]

= (khakhkha
kha [ e ]

== (Faffa)

fa [ Ta ]

e ddadodofrs

T fkhakhkha)

==T (chachchi)

== (phaphpha)

[¥] ? =] =i
[@] [u]l [=1] [==1
= = = =
- == L I

aurkar dulaifnkar  I&mewEr dulEneeSm
kL K ke kai
==t (M) HHAT (sas'sa)
.E'- i, . e -Fr sa [ sa]

T (gagga) G (ghagga)
aTEIE'[QIE'] I gha [ ga ]
= T Jajjan = " (jhajjal

ja [ dza ] gjha[dael

== (dadda) == (dhadda)
sda[q_a] tha[q_a]
== (dadd&) o= (dhadda)
Eda[da] k=] dha [ da ]
== (habb&) == (bhabba)
Eba[ba] El bha [ ba ]
=T (lalla) == wanedl

ES la[la] % wa [ wa ]

AT (gagaa)

Gl ga [ya ]
= FET (lallE)
- la[lz]

el

= L2
[} A
Lo] [2]

i a Y
= =
== ==
hars kKanaurd
ko kau

xdAomud

=T (hah&a)
ha [ ha ]
=T (Hannal
ria [ Qa ]
== (Aaffia)
fia [ na ]
=TET (nana)l
na [ na]
=T (nanna)
na [ na ]
HHT (marm'man
ma [ ma ]
=TT raral
rafl[ra]
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Other symbols

iz W= fadhak) - doubles the consonant before wwhich it appears aé:r huttT [ hstdi ] - tired

== (hindD - indicates nasalization. : - -
F|| samt At ] - peacerul
Llsed with all vowels excepta, i and u - 3 nt[JEt] -p

o fed aTar évisard) - used very occassionally to represent an

[s]
kah
abbreviation arto add a vaiceless 'h' aftter a vowel. e
-2 590 dippD - indicates nasalization. o
T - ) o o . tamd [ tad ] - strand
b Usedwith a, i and u, and also with 0 when in final position BE ) L 1
P T o= (halant) - silences the inherent vowel. a. ke
= Sometimes used in Sanskritised text and dictionaries. LY
1@"‘ ek onkar - often used in Sikh literature.
It literally means 'one Sod'.
Numerals
a = = 1= . = L) T« < QAo
lt=r=4 = == E=RES] LT = o= nics = =¥
ikk do tirmm car P che satt athtih naurm das
1 =2 3 . 5 ] ra 5 =] 10

Shahmukhi alphabet (45« oL%):The Shahmukhi alphabet is a version of the Urdu alphabet used to write Punjabi in
Pakistan. It is normally written in Nasta‘liq style and has been used since the second half of the 20th century. The name
Shahmukhi means "from the King's mouth" The chart below shows the Shahmuki script with Gurmukhi equivalents

Notable Features:Type of writing system: alphabet

Direction of writing: right to left in horizontal lines

Used to write: Punjabi

The sounds i [n], ng [n] and n [n] are all written with o (nun ghunna). In initial and medial positions they are written with ©.

< (bari ye) is only found in the final position, when writing the sounds e [e] or ai [&], and in initial and medial positions, it
takes the form of .

Short vowels are written with: “a [2], u [0], i [1]

The chart below shows the Shahmuki script with Gurmukhi equivalents

P
rall ral = = = = — == - '
2= =T =2 E= T = = 5 = s Ve

Dari he =12 Silaal = Te e [ = L= 2wler
T (a1 Ll 3 = T T [=] [ =] aAasa
[ | o | L= Cas] C=1 Cea =3 =3 [e=] [=vwal
- - = - -
" o 'y = = = s > > >
T = r=0 E= E= = =1 E=0 = 3
Swwat Sim =i =e = re e == =l =l
= = = = = L r = o (=]
=1 s C=1 =1 =1 [ C<a =1 < [E=4 |
e o
J J = - — FiaP fa = = -
=5 =T =3 = =TT s et LN E= 0 == E=1
T=rm g=F o= g=F e i =i = ey T e At
L} =] < (=1 L i gk = = T =
[ = C=1 =1 C=d =] "l | =1 =] [ =1
e P = = - - ) =t '
= R e . et il — =S = C=1 >0
Do we choti ye choti he harmza R nun ghanma L e e
th e =i i h Lo = RS m e
Ce=1 Lireva=T [ Be | =] [ e | L | L[] []
_f ! = s e - = - =T
ey = = =T _ = = —= ==
ah E<iu <A A <k ik th = Bk
C="1 [=*1 C<™] C<™] C™] C<i=™1 L™= =1 [ =t |
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3. MAIN DIALECTS OF PUNJABI LANGUAGE

1. Majhi Punjabi:The Majhi dialect is the prestige dialect of Punjabi’s and spoken in the heart of Punjab where most of the
Punjabi population lives. The Majhi dialect, the dialect of the historical region of Majha, spans the Lahore, Sheikhupura, Kasur,
Okara, Gujranwala, Wazirabad, Sialkot, Narowal, Gujrat and to some extant in Jhelum District of Pakistani Punjab and Amritsar,
Tarn Taran Sahib, and Gurdaspur Districts of the Indian State of Punjab.

2. Pothowari Punjabi:This Pothowari dialect is spoken in north area of Pakistani Punjab. It extends in the north from
Muzaffarabad to as far south as Jhelum, Gujar Khan, Rawalpindi, Murree Hills (north of Rawalpindi), and east to Bhimber.
Poonchi is east of Rawalakot. Potwari is in the plains around Rawalpindi.

Alternate names: Potwari, Pothohari, Potohari, Chibhali, Dhundi-Kairali. Dialects: Pahari (Dhundi-Kairali), Pothwari
(Potwari), Chibhali, Punchhi (Poonchi), Jhelumi, Mirpuri.

Pahari means ‘hill language’ referring to a string of divergent dialects, some of which may be separate languages. Pahari is a
dialect chain with Panjabi and Hindko. Closeness to western Pahari is unknown. Lexical similarity 76% to 83% among varieties
called ‘Pahari’, ‘Potwari’, and some called ‘Hindko’ in Mansehra, Muzaffarabad, and Jammu.

3. Hindko Punjabi:Classified under Lahnda languages by many linguists; perhaps differs from Punjabi. Hindko dialect is
spoken in north west Pakistani Punjab and North-West Frontier Province mainly this dialect is spoken in districts of Peshawar,
Attock, Nowshehra, Mansehra, Balakot, Abbottabad and Murree and the lower half of Neelum District and Muzaffarabad.

4. Jhangochi/Rachnavi/Changvi or Chenavari Punjabi:Jhangochi dialect is spoken in Pakistani Punjab. Jhangochi or
Rachnavi is the oldest and most idiosyncratic dialect of the Punjabi.

It is spoken throughout a widespread area, starting from Khanewal and Jhang at both ends of Ravi and Chenab to
Gujranwala district. It then runs down to Bahawalnagar and Chishtiaa(n) areas, on the banks of river Sutlej. This entire area has
almost the same traditions, customs and culture.

The Jhangochi dialect of Punjabi has several aspects that set it apart from other Punjabi variants. This area has a great
culture and heritage, especially literary heritage, as it is credited with the creation of the famous epic romance stories of Heer
Ranjha and Mirza Sahiba.

It is spoken in the Bar areas of Punjab, i.e., areas whose names are often suffixed with ‘Bar’, for example Sandal Bar, Kirana
Bar, Neeli Bar, Ganji Bar and also from Khanewal to Jhang includes Faisalabad and Chiniot.

5. Shahpuri Punjabi:The Shahpuri dialect has been spoken by the people of the town Shahpur. This language has been spoken
by the people of District Sargodha including Dera Chanpeer Shah, Khushab, Mianwali, Attock, Chakwal, Mandi Bahauddin and
Jhang. Parts of Faisalabad, Dera Ismail Khan, Dera Ghazi Khan and Bahawalnagar districts.

6. Dhani Punjabi:The people of Pothohar speak Pothohari dialect. However, the people of Chakwal or the Dhanni area in
particular do not speak Pothohari and are ethnologically not regarded as Potoharis. They speak a distinctive Chakwali or Dhanni
dialect of Punjabi, which is closer to Shahpuri, a dialect spoken in the Shahpur-Salt Range area and also has a slight element of
Saraiki and Pothohari.

7. Multani/ Saraiki Punjabi:Multani or Saraiki is a mixture of Jhangochi of Punjabi and Sindhi. Saraiki is the new name. For
centuries, Multani was in use. It is now considered a separate language instead of merely a dialect of Punjabi.

Historically, the speakers of dialects now recognized as belonging to Saraiki did not hold the belief that they constituted a
cohesive language community or a distinct ethnicity. This consciousness developed among local elites in the years after the
founding of Pakistan in 1947 in response to the social and political upheaval caused by the mass immigration of Urdu speaking
refugee Muslims from India.

Saraiki has various sub-dialects such as Derewali, Thalochi, Multani and Riasuti. It is mostly spoken in southern and
western districts of Punjab, which comprises Dera Ghazi Khan, Muzaffargarh, Bhakkar, Layyah, Mianwali, western parts of
Khushab districts, Multan, Lodhran, southern and western parts of Khanewal, Bahawalpur, southern parts of Bahawalnagar and
Rahim Yar Khan.

In India, Saraiki is spoken in Sirsa, Fatehabad, Hisar, Bhiwani, Panipat districts of Haryana, some area of Delhi and
Ganganagar district, Hanumangarh and Bikaner districts of Rajasthan.

8. Malwi Punjabi:Malwi dialect is spoken in the eastern part of Indian Punjab. Main areas are Ludhiana, Moga, Sangrur,
Barnala, Faridkot, Patiala, Fatehgarh Sahib, Mansa, Muktsar, Ambala, Bathinda, Ganganagar, Malerkotla, Ropar, and Ferozepur.
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Malwa is the southern and central part of present day Indian Punjab. It also includes the Punjabi speaking northern areas of
Haryana, viz. Ambala, Hissar, Sirsa, Kurukshetra etc. Not to be confused with the Malvi language, this shares its name.

9. Doabi Punjabi:Doabi dialect is spoken in Indian Punjab. The word “Do Aabi” means “the land between two rivers” and this
dialect is spoken between the rivers of Beas and Sutlej. It includes Jalandhar, Nawanshahr, Kapurthala and Hoshiarpur districts.

10. Pwadhi Punjabi:Powadh or Puadh or Powadha is a region of Punjab and parts of Haryana between the Satluj and Ghaggar
rivers. The part lying south, south-east and east of Rupnagar adjacent to Ambala District (Haryana) is Powadhi.

The Powadh extends from that part of the Rupnagar District which lies near Satluj up to the Ghaggar River in the east,
which separates the states of Punjab and Haryana. Parts of Fatehgarh Sahib District, and parts of Patiala districts like Rajpura are
also part of Powadh.

The Pwadhi dialect is spoken over a large area in present Punjab as well as Haryana. In Punjab, Kharar, Kurali, Ropar,
Nurpurbedi, Morinda, Pail, Rajpura, and Samrala are the areas where the Puadhi language is spoken and the area itself is claimed
as including from Pinjore, Kalka to Bangar area in Hisar district which includes even Nabha and Patiala in it.

11. Dogri Punjabi:Although Dogri is generally considered a separate language having its own vocabulary, some sources
consider it a dialect of Punjabi. It is spoken by about 3.5 million people in the Jammu region of India.

Examples
English 'F\’Auar{jhe:lbi Standard Pothohari Dogri Pahari Multani Doabi
. . . Ke (kay)
?
Ki karda ain?/ki peya ke karende paye | ki karda

What are you doing? (masculine) karan deya ain?/ki | Ka karne uo? | Ke karde 0?

. kare- 0? aa?
9
karda pya ain? nanh?
. A, Ke (kay)
2
What are you doing? (masculine to address Ki kardl. a%n./lq . Ke karani|pai (payi)| ke (kay) | ki kardi aa
karan dayi ain?/ki | [Ka karani ay?
fem+ale) LT ac? kare- karende paye o? | tu?
kardi payi ain?
neenh?
Tudda ke . .
How are you? Ki haal ae? Keh aal e? ke aal a? haal e keevein haal ki haal chal
tuhaade? aa?
(eh)?
_y Tusi Punjabi Bol | Punjabii bolne | [Punjabi Punjabi tussan punjabi|tu punjabi
?
Do you speak Punjabi? lainde o ? uo? bolde 0? uburne o? | ol lainde 0? bol laena?
Tusi  kithon de . .
Where are you from? o0?/Tusi Kidron Tusa  kudhr | Tus kudhr|Kathe ne| tussan kithon de | kithon aa

haye o7 nay aiyo? to 0? 0? 0? tu?

Tusan  nu | Tussan

Tusan milay Tenu/tuanu mil | tuhanu  mil

Tenu/tuanu mil ke . | miliye mil ke .
Pleased to meet you bahut khushi hoyi. tay boo khushi bahut khusi | khushi kq bahut khushi | k _bahu_t
oye . . thi e. khushi hoyi
oyl thi.
What’s your name? Tuada naa ki ac? Tusan naa ke | Tusan .da Tudda ke| Tuada naa ki tera naam
aa? naa kay ai? ||naanh ve? | |ae? ki aa?
Mainda .
. . Mera naa mainda naa ....||mera naam
My name is ... Mera naa ain... Maranaa ... e naanh ...
... e. aa
eh
Yes Haanji Aaho Aah Haan haanji hanji

4. CONCLUSION

Punjabi is the religious language of the Sikhs. It is also the language of the popular Bhangra folk dance and singing. There are
numerous varieties of Punjabi that create a virtual continuum between Western and Eastern varieties of the language. For the
most part, the dialects are mutually intelligible, even though there are differences in pronunciation and vocabulary. Punjabi
expatriates around the world speak a creolized form of the language that is increasingly deviating from the norms of Punjabi
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spoken in India and Pakistan. Creolization is a process whereby a language evolves by incorporating elements of more than one
language.

Punjabi has three tones: High, Mid, and Low. The tone of a word is a pitch pattern permanently associated with it. A change
of tone changes the meaning of a word.

Stress in Punjabi can fall on any syllable of a word, and can differentiate otherwise identical words. In general, stress falls
on the penultimate (one before last) syllable unless the syllable ends in a short vowel. If so, then the stress fall on the
antepenultimate (second from the end) syllable.

Punjabi grammar is similar to that of other Indo-Aryan languages. Like all these languages, Punjabi is agglutinative, i.e., it
adds suffixes to roots to build words and to express grammatical relations.
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